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comparison, it could ever be reasoned about between two
opponents. The rational faculty had got the credit of it
on precisely the ground that was now taken from it, viz.
that it could be the subject of argument among persons
seeking the truth about it, but not yet agreed: this was
exactly the process of which the intuitive reason did not
admit. The difficulty which thus arises, of reconciling
discrepancies of ethical judgment with intuitive certainty,
no writer of the school has been able to overcome. It can
never vanish till you fix separate attention upon the springs
of action in the mind, and the operation of action when put
forth; of the former the (relative) quality is known by
intuition; of the latter by calculation. The total character
of the action is composed of both, its rectitude depending
upon the first, its wisdom upon the second; in the one
aspect it is amenable to conscience; in the other, to reason;
neither of which can perform the function of the other.